THE FOUR GEORGES
Morning Chronicle and the Morning Post dated respec-
tively from 1769 and 1772; the latter only became
Radical under Daniel Stuart in 1795, and five years later
had a daily circulation of 4,500 copies, which was con-
sidered enormous. The Morning Chronicle owed much of
its influence to its editor, Perry, who mixed in the society
of Fox and North, and was a friend of Bellamy, wine
merchant and doorkeeper to the House of Commons,
from whom he got a good deal of information. News-
papers in those days were easy to start, and changed
hands frequently. The Government founded two new
ones, the Sun and the True Briton, to combat those of
their opponents, an act most displeasing to Mr. Walter
of Ibe Times in view of his support of ministers.1 The
lack of ordinary decency shown by the Press is well illus-
trated by a quotation from the Morning Post recording
the King's visit to St. Paul's to return thanks for the
victories of St. Vincent and Camperdown, "The conse-
quence of the procession to St. Paul's was that one man
returned thanks to Almighty God, and one woman was
kicked to death." As Leopold I of the Belgians was to
write to Queen Victoria:
"If all the editors of the papers . . . were to be
assembled, we should have a crew to which you would
not confide a dog that you would value, still less your
honour and reputation."2
Yet it is not difficult to understand the panic caused by
these activities on the part of the Radicals. Rumour
exaggerated them to an absurd degree, and in the absence
of an effective police it was almost impossible to arrive at
1	cf. Bland Surges Papers, pp. 227-229.
2	The Letters of Oueen Victoria: First Series, Vol. I.
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